Overview of ECPRD request 1530 - Rules to ensure attendance of Members of Parliament at plenary meetings

	Attendance of Members of Parliament at Plenary Meetings

	Member State
	Statutory obligation
	Sanction(s)
	Other



	Belgium
	House of representatives: yes.
	Pecuniary sanctions for non justified absence during roll call votes in Plenary (reduction of 10 to 60% of allowances in case of absence of more than 20% up to more than 50% of roll call votes in Plenary).
	

	Bulgaria
	No information.
	No information.
	

	Czech Republic
	Chamber of Deputies: yes.
	Absence of at least two session days within a month without regular excuse may lead to the loss of half of the salary and half of the allowances the following month upon demand and decision by the competent committee. Absence for at least four session days without regular excuse may lead to the loss of salary and allowances to the full extend for the following month by decision of the competent committee.
	

	
	Senate: yes.
	No sanctions are foreseen for cases of absence of Senators.
	

	Denmark
	No.
	No.
	Parliament can only pass a resolution when more than half of the Members are present and participate in the vote.

	Germany
	Bundestag: no.
	Reduction of daily allowance for members not signing the list of presence; reduction of 50 EUR of monthly allowance for not taking part in a roll call vote.
	Factions may support the autonomous decision of members on their presence in Plenary meetings of the Bundestag.

	
	Bundesrat: no.
	No.
	It is taken for granted that members know themselves when their presence in Plenary is necessary. Increase in presence of members is therefore not seen as a priority.

	Estonia
	No.
	No.
	Public scrutiny: the media is regularly publishing statistics of attendance. Some factions have informal but agreed rules to ensure attendance.

	Ireland
	No. General obligation to sign a daily attendance record; no specific rules with regard to plenary meetings.
	No sanctions with regard to the attendance of plenary meetings.
	Pressure by individual political parties.

	Greece
	Yes.
	In case of non justified absence for more than 5 sittings during a month, the President of the Chamber can blame the member or deduct parts of his/her monthly allowances (1/30 for every absence).
	Scrutiny by public media.

	Spain
	Congress: yes.
	Congress: if a member repeatedly fails to attend the sittings he/she may be deprived by resolution of the Bureau of some or all of his rights, including his financial allowances, economic benefits and compensation of expenses.
	Sanctions have been applied only in very exceptional circumstances. Attendance to plenary sittings is generally very high.

	
	Senate: yes.
	Senate: repeated failure to attend sittings may lead to the adoption of a resolution by the House at the proposal of the Presidency which can deprive the member of his/her salary for a month or more.
	

	France
	National Assembly: yes.
	National Assembly: deduction of the allowance of members who have participated in less than two thirds of the public votes; this deduction is being doubled for members having taken part in less than half of the public votes.
	Senate: validity of votes requires presence of at least of half of the absolute majority of members.

	
	Senate: no.
	
	

	Italy
	Chamber of Deputies: yes. The Bureau shall decide the procedures to ascertain the presence of deputies at sittings of the House.
	The Bureau can set the deductions to be taken from the daily attendance allowance for unjustified absences.
	

	
	Senate: yes.
	The daily allowance is proportionally reduced in case of absence from assembly voting.
	

	Cyprus
	Yes.
	Forfeiture of  the monthly representation allowance in case of non-reasonable  absence from three consecutive meetings; forfeiture of half of the monthly representation allowance in case of non-reasonable absence from two consecutive meetings.
	

	Latvia
	Yes. The Presidium conducts registration three times during each sitting.
	Members absent without valid excuse shall pay a fine equivalent to 20% of their basic monthly salary for each sitting missed.
	

	Lithuania
	Yes.
	Reduction of a third of the salary for a member having failed to attend without important justifying reason more than half of the Seimas sittings of a month in which legal acts have been voted.
	The parliament currently considers modifying its Rules in order to tighten up the sanction for non attendance of the Seimas sittings. It is envisaged to reduce the monthly salary by one tenth for every sitting missed without important justifying reason.

	Luxembourg
	No information.
	No information.
	

	Hungary
	No.
	Sanctions are only foreseen by the written rules of the different parliamentary groups.
	Pressure by parliamentary groups.

	Malta
	No information.
	No information.
	

	Netherlands
	Yes.
	No.
	Quorum: sitting can only be opened if more than half of the members have signed the attendance register.

	Austria
	National Council: yes.
	In case of absence without valid excuse the National Council or the Federal Council may file an application with the Constitutional Court who decides whether a member loses his/her seat.
	

	
	Federal Council: yes.
	
	

	Poland
	Yes.
	Reduction in salary and parliamentary allowance of 1/30 for each day of unjustified absence.
	

	Portugal
	Yes.
	Pecuniary sanctions: 1/20 of the month's pay for failure to attend one or up to three plenary sessions or vote without justification; 1/10 of reduction for any further failure to attend.

Loss of seat: if a member fails to attend four plenary sittings without justification in any one legislative session.
	

	Romania
	Chamber of Deputies: yes.

	Chamber of Deputies: unjustified absence entails deduction of 1/21 of the monthly emolument for each day of absence.
	

	
	Senate: yes.
	Senate: repeated absence from the works of the Senate is considered as infringement to the parliamentary deontology and can be punished by different, not pecuniary, sanctions.
	

	Slovenia
	Yes.
	Days of unjustified absence from a session result in the corresponding reduction of salary and allowances.
	

	Slovakia
	Yes.
	Unexcused absence for two or three days within a month entails the loss of half of the salary and allowances. Loss of the whole salary and allowances if absence is not excused for more than four days. 
	

	Finland
	Yes.
	Suspension of the office of a representative and release or dismissal from office in case of neglecting of duties - decision by Parliament by a two thirds majority upon opinion of the constitutional law committee; loss of - parts- of salary for a certain period for failure to participate in the parliamentary work  without acceptable reason - decision by Parliament on recommendation of the Speaker's Council.
	Public scrutiny by media.

	Sweden
	No.
	No.
	Pressure by political groups.

	United Kingdom
	House of Commons: no.
	No.
	Low attendance when the House of Commons meets has been the subject of recent discussion. 

In both Houses no formal mechanism to encourage attendance does exist but political parties may encourage their Members to attend.

	
	House of Lords: no.
	No.
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